
How to present research?
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Research presentations can be:

1. Poster presentation

2. Oral presentation

3. Thesis

4. Research paper
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POSTER PRESENTATION
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What is a Research Poster?

-- Posters are a key component of communicating your 

science and an important element in a successful 

scientific career. 

-- The poster is usually a mixture of a brief text mixed 

with tables, graphs, and pictures. 
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What makes a good poster?

-- Important information readable from about 5 feet away

-- Short title to draw interest

-- Word count of 300-800 words

-- Clear and to the point text
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-- Use of bullets, numbering, and headlines

-- Effective use of graphics, color and fonts

-- Includes acknowledgements, presenter’s name and 

institutional affiliation
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Format  

-- Never use less than a 24 point font, and make sure the 

main points can be read at eye level.

-- Title should go across the top of the entire poster. 

-- Use a column format.

-- Try to keep 30-40% of the poster area empty of text and 

images.
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-- Don't place all of your images on one side of the poster.

-- Images should be spread evenly over the surface, pulling 

the viewers eyes to all areas.
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Text

-- There is no abstract in a poster.

-- Keep displays simple and text brief. 

-- The text must conform to the norms of sound scientific 

reporting: clarity, precision of expression, and economy 

of words. 

-- Have a clear and obvious set of conclusions.
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-- As the host of the work presented on the poster, be 

attentive, open, curious, and self-confident but never 

arrogant and aggressive. 

-- Work all the audience at once, do not leave visitors 

waiting for your attention. 

-- Make eye contact with every visitor.
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-- Make it easy for a conference attendee to contact you 

afterward. 

-- Have copies of relevant papers on hand as well as copies 

of the poster on standard-sized paper. 

-- Have your e-mail and other demographics clearly 

displayed. 
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ORAL PRESENTATION
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-- An oral presentation may be as a part of examination 

process or a representation in a conference as a student or 

an expert.

-- It provides a bridge between the researcher and audience.

-- The researcher can present the results and interpretations 

which are not clearly understood by him/her and may 

request  the experts in the audience to give their opinions 

and suggestions. 
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-- Before starting the preparation of an oral report, an 

outline should be drawn based on the time duration of 

the report and the quality of the audience. 

-- Departmental seminar is usually of 45 minutes duration. 

-- In other meetings, time duration is fixed by the organizer 

based on the number of days of the meeting, number of 

speakers and the status of a speaker.
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For a 45–60 minute presentation, one may have enough time to:

-- Introduce the topic

-- Define the problem

-- Describe the methods 

-- Give technical details 

-- Present results and conclusion
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-- For a 15–30 minute oral presentation, one cannot find 

enough time to discuss complete details of the work. 

-- In this case less informative materials must be dropped. 

-- Methods used can be presented very briefly without 

going into technical details. 

-- Most of the time should be reserved for results,

conclusions and future prospects.
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-- Prepare a write-up of the oral presentation. 

-- Then evaluate the written material.

-- The success of a presentation lies in making it long 

enough to cover the topic and short enough to arouse 

curiosity and avoid boredom. 
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-- Figures and photographs should be liberally used instead 

of text where ever possible. 

It is opposite of paper writing where tables are more 

important.

-- Use large font and do not put too much material in one 

slide.

But make sure that important information is not missed out.
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If tables have to be used, they should be simple and small.

Note: Figures are for 2007

http://www.pmdc.org.pk/



-- Use maximum space available in the slide but it should not 

look overcrowded. 

-- Use animation only where it is absolutely necessary.

-- Keep the background simple.

-- Use contrasting colors for text and background.
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-- Do not just read the text. 

Explain it in a different sentence formation.

-- An abstract or a short write-up of the presentation may be 

circulated to the participants of the meeting. 

-- One should allow interaction; don’t forget to modulate the 

voice as and when required and don’t violate the time 

frame. 
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-- Logical continuity is another key aspect. 

Move from the simple to the complex, from the known to 

the unknown. 

-- Your statements should sound sensible and reasonable. 

-- Wherever possible, give the source of information.
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-- Stage fright is the bane of most presenters. 

There is no shortcut to overcome this fear. 

One has to practice, practice and practice. 

-- Do not speak too fast and compromise on clarity, or speak 

too slowly and bore the audience. 

-- Make the session interactive by posing questions if 

possible.
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-- Avoid repeated use of words or phrases such as “well”, 

“you see”, “you know”, “I mean”, “I think”, “that is” and 

“basically”. 

-- You should also concentrate on your body language. It 

should show confidence.

-- Eye contact should be maintained with the audience. 
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One or two rehearsals of the report in the presence of colleagues, 

supervisor and collaborators can be exercised in order to:

-- Complete the presentation within the allotted time

-- Improve the quality of presentation and

-- Maintain the fluency of the presentation
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